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ABSTRACT . < , 

Cased on the. data provided by the American College 
Testing ^Program (ACT) r this report summarises the characteristics of 
the 12,196 Illinois community college freshmen who took the/'ACT 
examination In Fall 1979. The summary focuses on: (1) the average ACT 
scores of the community .college students on the English, Mathematics, 
Social /Studies, and Natural Sciences subtests; (2) the distribution 
of ACT scores and high school grades; (3) Illinois students • ACT 
scores compared with national averages: (Hy ACT scores and high 
school grades from 1973 to 1979: (5) the reasons cited by students r 
for attending community colleges: (6) students* special educational 
needs: (7) educational degree aspirations; (8) . students' ethnic 
background and income level: (9) educational majors and vocational 
choices: (10) estimated family income: and (11) students* financial 
aid needs. Major findings reveal that the average ACT composite score 
for Illinois public community college freshmen in 1979 was 16.2, 
representing a decrease from the 1973 average of 1B.,0. Of bhe 
freshmen, 57% wanted to obtain a bachelor* s degree, 56% indicated 
that they would apply for financial /kid, and 40% expressed k need for. 
additional help in math and study skills. Data tables*and graphs, axe 
.provided throughout the report comparinq findings with state and 
national norms. (JP) 
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pa^lcu^ of canity college . students are of 

Board and \r off ° S*? local colleges, the Illinois Community College 
board, and to other states agencies. For this reason d„Hnn ^ 7 g f 

««aru.tsr for the students ^-^ ^ 

...Ihe niimary use of the- ACT Class Profile of students enrolled in Illinois 

univemTv tudenlr ? re d h iStinCtl V ^fferert ttt 

rower avera™ act ' exam P le . the, community college students have 
reJ ?^ ? reS ,° V ^ aU ' dlfferefl t. special educations -needs, 
rnli^ hh educa "° nal aspirations, and different reasons for q&m to 
college than students attending S enioj. institutions. going to 

takeX'S? test * h^*!, 16 c ?r unit y coll «9e students in Illinois to 
Is the mSst • p^LT 3 i colle 9 es re P ul r e the ACT test, although it 
q I, , ~ "»st commonly used entrance test in' the state The illinnU 
Rjblic Community College Act Section to-17 does specify that colleoes 
shall admit students qualified to complete any of tteir prograL as lorn 
as soace., allows and that students allowed entry into C S > tSnsfS 
m f<JlZ e ablllty and c ° m P«tence simSr to that Assessed Cv 

adflttina "si- rt t0 t StatS , r^" 31 " 65 - If s ? ace ^s P not allow 
admitting all 'students applying into a given program, the communltv ' 

and lllr St *?T , th ° Se 6SSt ^ allfled > "Sing rank in c as , andTStty 
test an, mI 6 h t6 f S I s 9 ^ d6S - ^-.community colleges use tfhe ACT 

thlse purposed 91 P ° lnt 3Verage 35 tW ° ° f the basie triterla for 

Although the rea"der may wish to use the entire ACT Class Profile 
Report of 1979-80 Illinois. Public Community College FrasNen for dSaitaS 

u K,T f S riS °- n ' thls at ^ act is P re P ared tP give a brief overview 

°L h hi 9 l ? 11 9htS contained irrthat report and to provide a comparison of 
n^.n™, r - aCter - i3t Hl° f , Illln0ls P°™ uni ty college Students w^th state a°d 
af « ,1, 0I ? S - T ^/ormat presented in this abstract might also serve 

co™nunify e conege a ^ Pr0me ° f StUdent at the local 

I Peggy L. Kohl / \ 

V Assistant Director for . 

' Research Services 

Ivan 0. Lach , 

Associate 'Director for' 
^ Planning, Research, and Mis'services 

James Howard 
Deputy Director 

i ' . Fred L, Wellman * .. 



^ Executive Director 

5 ll V ; . .. ' 



Abstract of Fall 1979 
ACT Class Profile 



r 



HIGHLIGHTS OF THE FALL 1979 ACT CLASS PROFILE 

The highlights listed below identify the characteristics of 12,196 
students who took the American College Testing Program .(ACT) test and 
enrolled^ as freshmen during the fall 1979 term at an Illinois public 
community college. . . 

* ■ * 

1. This report showed "that *the ayerage ACT composite score for Illinois 
public community , college freshmen who took the ACT test was 1^.2* and. 

their_av.erag&J3igh__s<^ool_jgrade 

average score on the various tests were as follows: English 1.6.0, 

Ma thema tics 14.7, Social" Studies 14-. 8, and Natural Science 18.9. 
(M me 2 for further details.) 

2. The>. Comparison of average ACT sbqres and high school grade averages 
of Illinois publicNsommunity college Fall 1979 freshmen with national 

; norms for all college freshmen shows that national norms are higher 
.* than the average ACT scores, and high school grade averages of 
Illinois public community college' students. ' This reflects the /act 
that the public community colleges have open admission policies 
rather than selective admission which is pften based on a minimum ACT 
scoce and high school grade average at many four-year institutions. 
"(For further details see Page 3.) ^ 

3. An analysis of ACT scores and high .school grade- averages of Illinois 
public community college t students since 1973, shows that average ACT 
composite 'scores have decreased each year from 18^.0 for Fall 1973 
freshmen to 16.2 for Fall 1979 freshmen while the average high school 
grades increased from 1973 to 1977 but have remained stable since 
1977. (See Page- 8 for details.) 

4. The single most -importaht factor in making ^ college choice by the 
Fall 1979- freshmen enrolled in Illinois public community colleges who 
took the ACT test was "Field of Study" which was selected by 49% of 
the students. - Other factors' which were often indicated as( being the 
most important were: tuition cost (20%), location- (19%), and type of 
institution (10%). (For more details, see Page 9.) 

5. Community college freshmen who took the ACT test indicated a need for 
improving math skills (44%), for assistance in choosing a major 
(44%), for improving study skills (41%), for improving reading skills 

; (37%), for personal counseling; (30%),. and for improving writing 
skills (28%). (For further information, see Pages 10 and 11.) 

6. Illinois public community college Fall 1979 freshmen who took the * ACT 
test expressed the following educational degree aspirations:' 57% of 
the students aspired to obtain a bachelor's degree or higher, 31% of 

— the students aspired to obtain a two-year degree, and 6% aspired' to 
Obtain a certificate of less than two years in length. (See Pages 12 
anp" 13 for. details. ) , 

V i - x 

»The range of spore^ on the ACT test is from a low of 1 to a high of 36 
wi^h thelbational average for ,1979 being 18.9. < . 




**Grade point average calculated on a "four-point" scale with A=4, 8=3, 
C*2, 0=1, F=0. • » 
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7. * The Business/Commerce profession was the most popular ^JJrst 

vocational choice (27%) of the Illinois public community 'CtpBSge 
freshmen taking the ACT test. This field was s^lso selected as the 
most often olanned* educational -major. (See Pages 15 through 17 for 
more information.) 

i 

8. Over one-half (56%)- 'of all community college freshmen-taking the ACT 
test indicated that they would apply for financial aid assistance, 

and the same percentage of students Indicated that*they expected _.Lp_ 

work while % in college and would like some assistance in locating 
employment. (Se£ Pages 20 .and 21 for additional information.) 



v 
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^ INTRODUCTION •. v 

The American College Testing Program (ACT) is probably the most widely 
used - testing pr6gram t3y* colleges and universities in the Midwest for 
admission, placement, and counseling purposes. Although many public 
community -colleges in Illinois do not require the ACT test for admission, 
it is the most often used standardized national test in Illinois 
community colleges. In addition, many -high school students take the ACT 
test, during-thelr- junior -or-senior-year—in- high school prior to deciding 
which college they want to attend and hence, their scores are available 
even if the. college does not require them for admission. For these 
reasons, We would expect the sample in this ACT profile to represent 
primarily full-time students directly out of high school more so tnan 
students who are older and, have enrolled in the community college. The 
-data in the ACT Class Profile verify these conclusions, For example, 73% 
of the Illinois .community/college students taking the ACT test were 18 or 
19 years old during 1979,' 72% were full-time students, ( and 85% planned to 
attend college during the day. ^ 

(f. \ 
This report includes data for 12,196 students who took the ACT test. 
These students were mostly full-time, first-time enrolled freshmen at-^ 
community' colleges. The number of full-time, first-time freshmen 
enrolled in Illinois public community colleges was approximately 31,000* 
stZde'nts, hence, the proportion of these students who took the ACT was 
fairly large, 1 However, since many community college students are part 
time,* the ACT characteristics cannot be applied to all students. The 
12,196 students' represent approximately v 7% of the t\}tgH. freshmen 
.enrollment in the community colleges. Hence, the characteristics, 
presented. in this report represent only those community college students 
who tgok the ACT test and cannot be generalized to all community college 
students. . . 

Individual student ACT data are very useful tools for academic 
counseling, class placement, and . assessing, needed special services. 
These data become even more useful when compared to the college's ACT 

-Class Profile. The Class Profile* is very useful in describing' the 
Student characteristics at a ..given college and for assessing the needs 

» for various types of services that may be indicated. For example, the" 
Class Profile is a valuable source of data for admissions, financial aid, 
placement, counseling, student activities, and instTuctional programs. 
Again, these data become more beneficial when statewide community college 
norms are available. This is one of the purposes of the State Composite 
ACT Class Profile for, Illinois community college students. 



*Source - Illinois Board of Higher Education 
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, AVERAGE ACT SCORES OF FALL 1979 FRESHEN 
ENROLLED IN ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES 

Table 1 below shows the average American College Testing (ACT) scores on 
the various subtests fo* the freshmen enrolled in Illinois public 
community colleges during the Fall 1979 term w*bo, took the ACT test. The 
standard scores on the ACT tests range from a highest possible score of 
36 to a low .qf 1. The national average 'score, for all college bound 

freshman, for each ..of . .the ACT tests . is around 18 although it. varies. 

slightly .among the^ subtests and from year to year. The data* in Table 1 
are presented seo'arately for men and women because there is a marked 
difference on some of the subtest average's for tljese two groups. Men 
obtained higher average 'scores in natural science, mathematics, social 
sciences, and the overall composite, while women obtained higher scores 
■in English, » * i . ' 

Table 1 provides statewide data for Illinois public community college 
students which are very useful for local use -in analyzing the ACT Class 
Prorile. The comparison at the local level should carefully consider the 
sample of students 1 who take the' ACT tests at the local college. 

f s r^ble 1 ' % , 

MEAN ACT STANDARD SCORES* OF FALL 1979 FRESf^EN 
ENROLLED IN ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY .COLLEGES 



ACT TEST 

English 
Mathematics 
Social Studies'* 
Natural Sciences 
Composite 

Number of Students 




Men 


Women - 


Total 


If. 2 • 


16.6 


16.0 


15. 9 . 


13.8 


14.7 


15.5 


14.3 


14.8 


19.9 


18.1 


18.9 


16.8 


15.8 * 


l&!2 


^5,365 


6,831 


' 12,196 



ACT scores range from a high* of 36 to a low of 1. *t-test for the 
differences between men and women * was significant- at the .01 level for 
each student. * 



9 
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. * . ' 3 
DISTRIBUTION OF ACT SCORES AND MIGH SCHOOL GRADES 
Of ILLINOIS OOMMUNITV COLLEGE fRESHMEFT 

Table 2 shows a co.moarison of the /jistribution of ACT composite scores of 
Illinois community college Fall 1979 freshmen with national norms. This 
analysis shows that about 25 percent of the Fall 1979 freshmen enrolled 
in Illinois oublic community colleges -had very' high academic ability as 
measured by the ACT test. For example, 4% of these .students had'*y\CT 
scores in the 26 to 36 range, and 18%' in the 21 to 25 range. This 
accounts^ for 22%^ of the Fall 197? freshmen ^in the ACT profile who were 
..enrolled.. 'io_. .Illinois— public- .community- -colleges -and... indicates -t hat - these 
students could have been -admitted- to most' four-year .colleges )but chose 
Instead to enroll at a community college. \ - 

J 

Table 2 - ' 

COMPARISON OF THE DISTRIBUTION OF ACT COMPOSITE SCORES OF 
ILLINOIS COMMUNITY COLLEGE FALL 1979 FRESHMEN. 
WITH ALL ENROLLED FRESHMEN IN THE ACT NATIONAL SAMPLE 

ACT \ 111. Pub. Comm. Coll. ' ACT National Sample 

Standard ' 1 Enrolled \ Enrolled 

Score / Fall 1979 Freshmen Fall 1979 Ffeshmen 



26-36 4% . 14% 1 

21-25 18% 28% * 

16-20 30% ; 28* 

1-15 " 47% . 30% 

— ' 77 ■ : ■ • 1 

Table 3 below . shows a distribution of the students among . the various 
grade categories. This' analysis shows what percentage of the Fall 197-9 
Illinois community college freshmen had high school grades in each of the 
grade categories and repealed that 65% of these students had high school 
grade averages * of. f A *or B with an additional 33% having a C grade 
average. Only 2% ofTne Fall 1979 Illinois community college freshmen 
reported a high schooBfffade average of a D. 

Table 3 



1PARIS0N OF THE .PERCENTAGE OF ILLINOIS COMMUNITY COLLEGE ' 
FALL 1979 FRESHMEN IN VARIOUS HIGH SCHOOL GRADE -CATEGORIES 
WITH ALL NATIONAL COLLEGE BOUND STUDENTS 



Grade Point 
Average 


Typical 

\ Grade 


111. Comm. Coll. 
Enrolled Freshmen 


ACT National Sample 
Enrolled 'Students 


3. 50 ^ 4.00 


A 


14% f 


32% 


2.50 - 3.49 


B 


51% 


50% 


1.50 - 2.49 


C 


33% 


18% 


0.5Q -« 1.49 


b\ 


2% 


,1% • 


0,00 - 0,49 


F. 


. . ■ 0% 


0% , 
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COMPARISON OF AVERAGE ACT SCORES OF ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE PALL 1979 TCStMN with NATIONALISMS 

Table A below shows a comoarlson of average ACT scores of Illinois oubllc 
community college Fall 1979 freshmen who took the ACT test with averages 
obtained by all university and college bound students in the United 
States who took the - ACT test. These data show that the average ACT 
scores of Illinois community college freshmen were slightly lower than 
for the national sample of all freshmen enrolled at colleges and 
universities- in- the -united States. These data are not at all surprising 
but simply reflect the ' fact /that the public community colleges of 
Illinois have "open admission" policies and do not select students on the 
basis of admission test .scores -(often the ACT test) as do many four-year 
colleges and universities. In addition, \the sample of Illinois community 
college students include students- in the Various occupational certificate 
and degree programs, general studies certificate programs, as well as 
students in the baccalaureate programs. \ 

■ \ ' I 

Table 4 



A COMPARISON" OF AVERAGE' ACT SCORES 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE FALL 1979 FRESHMEN 



!F ILLINOIS PUBLIC 
ITH NATIONAL NORMS 



ACT Test 



Illinois. Community 
College Enrolled Freshmen 




National College 
and University Freshmen 





Mean 


Stan. Dev. 

— , 


\ Mean 

\ j 


Stan. Dev. 


• 

English 


16.0 


5.2 


\l8.2 


5.4 


^Mathematics 


14.7 


6.9 


If. 8 


• 7.6 


Social Science 


14.8 


6.6 


117.7 


7.3 


Natural Science 


18.9 


5.9' 

"h. 


21.3 


6.4 


Comoosite 


16.2 


5.2 


1819 

1 * 


5.8' 


No. of Students 


f 


12,196 


» 1 


46, 606* 



Stan. Dev. = Standard Deviation. 
Illinois community college" freshmen and National col 1 
freshmen was significant at the .01 level for each sub 
ACT score ranqe = 1-36 ■ . ' 



t^test for -the (differences between 

lege and university 
:est.. 



inge '= i-3£ 
*Reoresents, 1G% national sample 



< 



1 * 

The* chart on tiie opposite page illustrates the comparison of the average 
ACT test scores of Illinois community colledfr freshmen with national 
nprms for all two-year and four-year college and university freshmen. 



Each local community college also receives a. similar cpart with the local 
. college scores marked. 

o 

ERIC .}■'. 
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ACT 
Stinkard 
Scores 



Eng 



Comparison of the Mean ACT Scores 
wjth Means of Other Groups 



Math 



Soc. St .N.Sci. Composite 




National Mean: 

(all college bou 

J State Mead: :• 

(community college 

Local Mean: 



fg-a 



/ 7. g 



17.7 
N.9 



2.1.3 



mi 



i w 



National- 




State: . L 



Local: 




Source: Local Table 1 1; Staled Table YX 
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* % SELF-REPORTED HIGH SCHOOL GRADES 

, Another mflfcsure of academic ability that ^3 



is reported in ' the ACT Class 
Profile Report is the self-reported high school 'grades. Although these 
are self-reported grades which tend to vary from'' actual grades deceived 
in certain cases, studies have shown them to be fairly reliable^ when used 
with large samples. 'Table 5 shows the average high school graces \in the 
subject areas listed for the Fall 1979 freshmen who took the ACT\test. . 

Women, in. this. J:epsrJ:Jiad.Mgher_Mgh.-SC^^ 

men scored higher on the ACT tests than did the women. The average ■■high 
school grades of freshmen haVe been going up, but the average ACT scares, 
have been decreasing during the past five years. ■ N 

Table 5 ' . ' 

* 

- SELF -REPORTED HIGH SCHOOL GRADES FOR FALL - 1979 FRESHMEN ' ^ 

ENROLLED IN ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES ■ 
•AS INDICATED ON ACT PROF ILE 



•— v- 



Men 



Women 



Total 



<* 

High School English Grades 


2.54*' 


2. 


91* * 


2. 


75* 


High School Mathematics .Grades 


,,2.33 


2. 


50 


2. 


42 


High School Social Studies Grades 


2.71 


/ . 2. 


80 ( ^ 


2. 


76 


High -School Natural Science .Grades 


2.59 


2. 


72 


2. 


66 


Average for the 4 High School Grades 

<• 


2.53 


' 2. 


73" 


2. 


64 



♦Mean Grade point Average based on a 4 point scale (A=4, B=3, C=2, D=l) 
t -tests for the' difference between men's sfnd women's grade^ 'was 
significant at the .01 level. ' * J 



The chart on the opposite page shows ; a comparison of average (mean) high 
school grades by subject area of Illinois community college students with* 
national norms; -The, data show that Illinois community college freshmen 
have lower high school grade averages than all college and university 
freshmen in the nation who take t^e ACT test. 




k 



1 1/73 



r 

Comparison of the Mean High School Grades 
with Means of Other Groups 



Eng. 



Math 



Soc. St. 



N. Sci. 



Av. of 4 
HS .Grades 




( 



, National Mean: 
1 State Mean: 
. . , local Mean: 



M3. 



1. IX % 3. IS 



National. 



State: 



Local: 



CHART 2 



Source:' Local Tables 1.5 & 1.6; State - Tables 1.5 & 1.6 
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COMPARISON OF ACT SCORER AND HIGH SCHOOL GRADES FROM ^973 THROUGH 1979 

The two tables below shpw an analysis of the average ACT scores and 
self-reported high .school- grades for -.Illinois public community, college 
freshmen from 1973 .through 1979. This analysis shows that the average 
high school grades of. these students have been increasing slightly each 
year until 1977 and have etabilized during the' past few years. The 
average ACT scores, on the otherhand, have been decreasing each year sine 
1973. It should be noted, -that average ACT scores were' decreasing 
oationall7-.until._1977_but-.havi6- t)een--inGreasing-the-l^sfe- three- years. 

Table 6 . ' 

, AVERAGE ACT SCORES^ IN ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE FRESHMEN from 1973 THROUGH 1979 







English 


Math \ 


*Soc. St. 


N. Sci. 


Compel te 




1973-74 


U 
17.0 


17.6 V 


,17.3 


19. 5 


18.0 




1974-75 


17.0 


.-17.4 I 


17. 1' 


• C 19.8 


• . 17. 9 , 




< 

1975-76 


16.5 


16.2 \ 


16.3 


19.6 f . 


' 17.3 




1976-77 


16.4 


15.5 


15.8 ' ' 


19.3 - 


. 16.9 




1977-78 


16.2 


15.4 


15.4 


19.2 ' 


16.7 




1978-79 * 


16.2 


15.1 


1 15.4 


19.2 


■ 16.6 




1979-80 


16:0 


14.7 


14.8 


18.9 


16.2 , 

i * . 




• ACT scores 


range from a 


high of U t. 


d a low of 1 







,-x 



table 7 



AVERAGE SELF -REPORTED HIGH SCHOOL GRADES FOR ILLINOIS 
PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGE FRESHMEN FROM 1973 THROUGH 1979 







English 


Math 


Soc. St, 


W. Sci. 


Ave. of 4 
HS Grades 




1973-74 


2.61 


2.19 


. 2. 62 


2.45 


2.48 * 


i 


1974-75 


2. 69 ' 


2.26 


2.70 


2. 51 


2.54 




1975-76 , 


1 

2.72 


2.30 


2.70 * 


2.55 


> 2.57 


• 1 


1976- 77 

1977- 78 


0 2.75 y 

2.77 


2.36 
2.41 


2.73 
2^ 78 


2.60 
• 2.65 


2.61 
2.64 

■r 


:r . ' 


1978-79 


2.74 

1: 


2*42 


.2.76 


2.65 


| 2.64 ; 


-jV.Ut-.^ , --■ 


1979-BO 


.2.75 , . 


?• ^ 1 T 


V 2,76- -' 


r 2.66 ' 


2,64 



IjEKJC \ Hean f r«de Point Average based on a 4-point scale (A^4 f B*3> C*2 t 0=1) X 

• •' ■■ ' ■ 4 . ;. - r ...... ■ . J - .a -*.'. .. . ' ■ ...... < «V 



.4 . ■ iWv.4 
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WHY STUQENTS CHOSE THE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

. . ■ _ 

.With the enrollments in postsecondary ^education leveling off or 
declining, there is considerable interest irTknowing why students choose 
a particular cpllege to attend. The Fall 1979 freshmen enrolled in 
Illinois public community colleges who took the ACT tests indicated what 
they considered to -be the single most important factor in making a 
college choice on the profile. Table 8 below shows a comparison of these 
responses from _Fall_ through_ Fall J.979. _ The ' most _ .frequently 

indicated factor for choosing the" community college was "field of 
study." Tuition cost, location, and type of .institution were also 
frequently mentioned, thrs analysis indicates that students are choosing 
the community colleges primarily because they are offering the programs 
.that they aTe interested in pursuing, Lower tuition costs and location 
of the college are also important factors to many students choosing 
community colleges. • * 

Table 8 . K 

COMPARISON OF SINGLE MOST IMPORTANT FACTOR IN MAKING 
„ COLLEGE CHOICE FROM FALL 1974 THROUGH FALL 1979 IN ILLINOIS 

' PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES ON ACT PROFILE ' ' 



Factors in Making Choice 



Percentage of Students 
Indicating as Most . Important Factor 





, fall 


fall 


Tall 


Fall / 


' Tali 


Pall 




>974' 


1975* 


1976* 


1977* 1 


1978* 


1979* 


Field of Study 


47* 


47%. 


47% 


48% 


47% 


49% 


Tut it ion Cost 


21% 


22% 


22% 


22% 


21% 


20% 


Location 

> ° ' 


16% 


* 

18% 


19% 


19% 


19% 


19% 


Type df Institution 


12% 


11% 


' 9% 


1.6% 
' 2%' 


10% 


10% 


Student Body Composition 


2% 


* 1% 


2% 


1% 


2% 


Enrollment Size 


1% 


1% ' 


i% 


1%, 


i% 


it 

1% 


Other Activities x 


1% 


3* 




2%. , 


'r 2% 


2% ! 



•Percentages do not add up to 100% because some of the students listed 
more than one factor as being most important. 
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SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS '" 

Table 9 below shows tte special educational needs that were indicated by 
the community college freshmen on the ACT profile. Of particular 
interest is the large percentage of students who indicate rieed ' for 
assistance for improving math skills .(44%), in choosing a major (44%*), 
and for improving study skills (41%). These special educational needs 
indicate a special ,need in the community colleges for adequate counseling 
services and developmental programs. \Y)e chart on the next page shows 
how these special needs of community college freshmen compare with 
national norms^ 

_ - — Table 9 "~ v 

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS REPORTED BY FALL 1979 FRESHEMEN 
ENROLLED IN N ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES 



Special Assistance Needed In: 




Men 


Women 


Total 


Choosing a Major 




44% 


44% 


44% 


Improving Writing Skills y 






30% 


28% .. 


Improving Reading Skills ' 




37% 


36%* 


37% 


Improving Study Skills 




42% 


40% 


41% 


Imprbving Math Skills 




40% 


' 47% 


44% 


Personal Counseling 




30% 


30% 


30% 



Table 10 below shows an analysis of the. special education needs bf 
freshmen enrolled in Illinois public community colleges who took the ACT 
•test from 1972 through 1979. This . analysis shows that ' the percentage of 
students who Indicated a need for 'improving math skills, and choosing a 
major remained the.^ same as last year -v^hile the percentage of students 
indicating a need * for a special assistance in other , areas decreased 
during the past, year. It is^uncertain whether this was caused by a shift 
in.«eeds or by a change in the sample pf the students who » take the ACT 
teec. t 

.. Table 10, 

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS REPORTED BY FRESHMEN ENROLLED 
IN ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES FROM 1972 THROUGH 1979 



Soecial Assistance 
Needed In: 


72-73 


73-74 


74-75 


75-76 


76-77 


77-78 


78-79 


79-81 


Choosing a Major 


41% 


38% 


39% 


44% 


45% . 


44% 


44% 


44% 


Improving Writing Skills 


42% 


. 40% 


34% 
32% 1 


29% 


28% 


28% 


29% 


28% 


* 

Improving Reading .Skills 


36% 


30% 


39% 


37% 


38% 


38% 


37% 


Improving Study Skills 1 


47% ' 


40% 


40% 


43%« 


40% 


40% 


40% ^ 


41% 



V 



* < 

ass' 



Percent of Students with Special Educational Needs 



Educ. & Voc. Decisions 



fcocal * 

State M*L% 
National -£J£?* 



•I' 




Expressing Ideas in Writing 

. * ' Local 

State <£17. 

National 1 2H% 

Reading Spied & 
Comprehension Local 



State £Z% 
National 



Improving Study Skills 



Local 
State 



Rational 37% 



Improving Math Skills 



f Local . * 

State <m > 
National M% 



Personal Counseling 

Local 
State , 



6 20 



JQ7. 
National 











s. 










Source: Local - Table 4,2; State - Table 4 3 



1 1X70 



H to 
rt 

p> o 
w rt 

CO 

to 

- vD 
vD 
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EDUCATIONAL DEGREE ASPIRATIONS 
- — f 

Table- J.1 below shows the educational degree aspirations of Illinois 
public community college Fall 1979 freshmen who took the ACT test. The 
•categories shown on the ACT profile represent the highest degree 
aspirations and do not provide for the step by step progress that many 
students make in completing first a two-year college degree, then a 
bachelor's degree, and often later, ah advanced degree. htence, 57% of 
the students asoired to obtain a bachelor's degree or higher, 31% of the 
-students aspired -fco-obtaiTi a -two-year degree,- and - 6%- aspired -to - obtain -a 
certificate of less than two years in length. These data *do not show the 
great need -f or* short term progr||ps which are in demand by part-time adult- 
students in the public community colleges because the ACT .sample is 
bomposed primarily of full-time students directly our of high school. 



Table 11 

EDUCATIONAL .DEGREE ASPIRATIONS OF- 
ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGE FALL 1979 FRESHMEN 

WHO TOOK THE ACT - TEST 



4 


Men 


Wonlen 


Total 


National College 
-and University 
Freshmen 


Vocational or Technical Program ' 
(Less than Two Yeafs) 


\ ex, 




6% 


■"2% 


Two- Year College Degree f ~ Ss 




33% 


31% • 


11% 

• 


Bachelor's Degree N - 


42% 


, 38% 


39% 


■ 44% 


'One or Two Years of Graduate 
Study (MA, MBA, Etc.) 


r 

9% 


8% 


9% 


18% 


Professional Level Degree 
(Ph.D, MD, LLB, or X) j 


12% 


« 

. 8% 


9%* 


21% 


Other 


6% 


5% 


5% 


4%' 



The chart on the next page shows a comparison of the educational degree 
aspirations of Illinois c*ommanity college freshmen taking the ACT test 
with national norms. Of particular interest is the great diversity • of 
degree aspirations of community college students. 



V 

Etjpational Degree Aspirations 



Voc. or Tech. Program 

(Less than 2 years) 



Two-Year College Degree 



Local 

State J*& 
National 2*V 



Local 















|iip 

























Bachelor's Degree 

/ 



State J]/7o 
National U3s 



Local 
State 



National VTh: 



One or Two Years Grad. Study 

* (MA f MBA, etc.) ' Loca( 

State 

. National J43T 

Professional Level Degree 

(PhD, MD, LLB, JD, etc.) local 



State -335 
National g/> 



Other 

CHART 4 



. 4 



23 



'Local 
State 
National 







\ 



















1 1 — ■ 










'III llliiliiiil inimHi 










j * 
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RACIAL/ETHNIC 8ACKGR0UN0 BY INCOME LEVEL 



Table 12 below shows a distribution of , ■ Fall 1979 Illinois community 
college freshmen whb took the ACT test by racial/ethnic background and 
family income level. This tabl,e shows clearly the relationship between 
minority racial/ethnic background and -low income level. .In comparision 
to data received on the ICCB enrollment reports a much smaller percentage 
'of minority groups take the ACT test. For example, Afro-Americans make 
up over 14.8% of the enrollment' in Illinois public community colleges but' 
-only 6% of those takitSg the ACT test" A 

■ Table 12 . 



PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTIONS t)F RACIAL/ETHNIC 
CLASSIFICATION BY INCOME LEVEL 



4- 



Racial/ 



Family Income 6f Students 



Ethnic 
'Category 


Under $3000- 
$3000 5999 


$6000- 
7499 


$7500- 
8999 


$9000- 
11999 


$12000- 
14999 


$15000- 
19999 


$20000- 

; Over 

, "' 


• Total 
Number, % 

> ■ 


Afro-Amer. 


20% 


22% 


9% 


ji 


13% 


10% 


6% 


8% 


450 


6% 


Amer. Indian 


3 


9 


3 


•r 3 


22 


12 


22 


24 


■ 58 


1 


Caucasian 
Amer. t 


2> 


4 


3 




10 


15 


24 


' 38 . 


6332 


82 


Mexican Amer, 


6 f 


8 


.3 


10 


12 


19 


22 


20 


100 


1 


Oriental Amer. 6 * 


17 


4 


13 


11 


15 


19 


17 


54 


1 


Spanish Amer. 


14 


19 


12- 


7 


20 


7 


16 




91 


1 


Other 


4 


.8 


5 


' 6 


14 


15 


19 


28 


257 


3 


Prefer not 
to respond 


5% 


5% 

T 


4%. 


.3% . 


11% 


16% 


25% 


32% 


370 


5% 
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EDUCATIONAL 'MAJORS ANO VOCATIONAL CHOICES 



Table 13 below shows the educational majors and first vocational choices 
which were reoorted by Illinois community college freshmen taking the ACT 
test. The data are shown in percentages and In order' of most often 
reported. Also shown in the table is a comparison with national data for 
all college and university freshmen taking' the ACT test. 



( 



Table 13 



PL ANNE 0 EDUCATIONAL MAXRS AND VOCATIONAL CHOICE FIELDS 
OF ILLINOIS COMMUNITY COLLEGE FALL 1979 FRESHMEN COMPARED TO 
NATIONAL SAMRX-Ofc COLLEGE AND UNIVERSIT^FRESHMEN 



Illinois Community 
illege Fall 1979 F re shmen 



ational First. Voc. 
or Choice * 



Business; and Commerce 
Health Profession's 
Undecided 
. Education 

Trade & Industrial Tech. 
Agriculture /Forestry 
Engineering , 
Fine & ApDlied *Arts 
Computer & Info. Science 
Community Service . ' 
Social Sciep^es 
Architecture 

Communications * 
Home Economics , --^ 
Biological Science* 
Physical Science 
General ..Sidles 
Lett||s (Humanities) 
Mathematics 
Foreign^ Languages 




National Sample 
Fall 1979 Freshmen 

Educational First Voc. 
Major Choice 



2336 


22% 


19% 


■ 19% 


15 


16 


16 


17 


9 


9 


8 


9 


8 


8 


9 


10 


6 


7 


2 


3 


5 s 


I * 


A 


A 


5 • ■ 


8 


8 


5 


5 


6 


5 


A 


5 


3 


3 


A 


A 


3 


3 


A ■ 


3 


7 


6 


3 


• ' 3 


2 


2 


3 < 


3 


• A 


. A 


2 • 


2 


1 


1 


2 


1 


3 . ' 


2 


1 


1 


' 2 


1 


2 


0 . 


2 


0 


0 


.0 


1 


1 


0 • * 




1 


0 


0 


P ' 


0 


0 



The charts on the next two" phages show comparisons of. planned educational 
majors of Illinois public community, college* freshmen who took the ACT 
testr~with national norms, r^. " . ' . 
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Planned Educational Majo/s 

Agric, Forestry, etc, , %o 10 20 30 



4(T 



Local 

State 

National JlJs 



Architecture 



Local 
State 1 



National 2£k 

Biological Sciences 

Local 

State ^?iZ» 
• National :i^Z» 

Business & Commerce 

Local 

State 
National 

Communications 

Local . 
State Jj/o 
£ National Ji% 

Computer & Info. Sci. . 

Local 

^State _2_% 
National 



Education 



Engineering 



Local 
State 
National 



T5, 

33 



Local 
State J£_& 
National _J?!7<» 

Fine & Applied Arts 

Local* 

State 
National 

Foreign Languages 

* Local 

State jQ3 
National _QZL 



50 



I 





N 




( 


f 

* 




1 





















ttuiuiuiir 





























HIS 



CHART 3 



27 (Continued) 



. ' \ . . . *' ' ' Source: Local - Table 3.1; State - Table 3.1 

"The percentage computed -was less than .5 and therefore rounded to zero. 
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Planned Educational Majors (Continued) 



13^ 



Health Professions 

Lojal 

National K/fl 

Home Economics 

Local 
State 
National 

Letters (Humanities) 

Local 

State _QV. 

National 1% 

Mathematics 

Local ; L 

State Q% 

" ■ . National / 

Physical Science 

Local 

State 17* 
.National 3T„ 

Community Service 

Local 
State 
National 

Social Sciences 

^ Local 

State 
National 

Trade, Indust., Tech. 

Local nr~*r 
State' 

National 35 



% 



lllllllllllllllllllllllllllM 



























General 



Undecided o 



Local -tt»» 
State -AZ* 
National ,2V* 



Local 
State 



3a 

National 



IeRJC ^ART 3 - 





\ 













III 1 








* 










4 




\ 



<r 











HIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHll 










■ 











Sofirce: Local • Table 3.1; State • Table 3.1 
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ESTIMATED FAMILY JNCQME OF FALL 1979 • . . 
/ ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGE FRESHMEN ' ^ 

Table \ 4. shows' a summary of a family incomes of' Fall 1979 freshmen as 
estimated by Che. student on the ACT profile. Although Yk oerceht of the 
students indicated that they did not know their family incomes and other 
21 percent considered this information confidential, the data provided 
are useful for comparative purposes for the individual community colleges. 

' . Table 14 



ESTIMATED FAMILY INCOME OF FALL 1979 FRESHMEN 
ENROLLED IN ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES 





. \ AS 


INDICATED ON THE 

/ 


ACT PROFILE 

> 


/ 


/estimated 
Annual 
Family 
Income 


Number 
of 

Students 


m 

Percent 
of all 
Respondinq 


Percent o^ 
Those Indi- 
cating Esti- 
mated Income 


Cumulative Per- 
cent of Those 
* Indicating 
Estimated . 
Income 


" Less than 
$3,000 


275 


2% 


3% 


3% 


'3,000-5,999 


411 


3 


5 


8 c 


6,000-7,499 


282 


2 


4 


12 


7,500-8,999 * 


386 


3 


5 


17 


9,000-11,999 


868 \ 


J- 


V 

11 


28 


12,000-14,999 


1,156 


9 


14 


. 42 


15,00Q-19,999 


1,820 


15 


23 


. 65 


20,OOo"<& Over 


2,812 


'23 


35 


100% 


Subtotal 


8,010 




100* . 




Considered 
Confidential w 


2,603, 


21 


^ ^ i * 




Do Not Knpw 


1,583 


' 13 

* 






Total . | 

f * 


12,196 


ioo%* 

* \ 







*Dorfr not add up to 100% due to rounding'. 



TheJOchart on the next^ page compares tfhe income level of Illinois 
comfcnity college fresnme'n who %oqk the ACT test with national norms. 
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Students' Estimated Total Family Income before Taxes 

Per Year • 

~Xess Than $3,000 



$3,0OO-$5,999 



$6,000-$7,499 



$7,500-$8,999 



$9,000 -$14 ,999 



,$15,000-$19;999 



$20,000 & Over 



Confidential/No Response 



Local 




State 


44' 


National 


VI' 


* 


33, 


State 


National 




Local 




State 


— U X. 


National 






V 


1 oral 




State 


National 




Local 


JLMLf* 


p. I *\ fi An »*k 1 

National 




Local 




State 




National 




Local 




State 


A1Z 


National 






20 



Lpcal — 
State > 
National 





30 



40% 





















f 









\ I Add the two percentages for the categories ($9,000-$ 11,999) and ($12,000-$14,99$). 

1 On Local data, add the percentages for the categories "Consider Info, Confidential" and 'Wo Response.' 



.) 



lERjCWRTlO 



30 



Sjource^Local - Table 4.5; Stats • Table 4.3 
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FINANCIAL AID NEEDS 

Table 15 shows the comparison of the Fall 1978 Illinois community college 
freshmen with Fall 1979 freshmen responding to the ACT item dealing with 
expected financial aid which they felt they would need in order to help 
meet -college expenses/ Over one-half (56%) of all community college 
freshmen indicated that they would apply for financial assistance and 
over one-half (56%) indicated they expected to work while in college and 
would like some assistance in locating employment. This indicates a 
.substantial need for college placement services for students who seek 
part-time work while they are in college in addition to serving the needs 
of the students after they complete their education at the community 
chllege. - • . . 

Table 15 ' ^ 

COMPARISON OF FINANCIAL AID NEEDS AND WORK EXPECTATION 
OF ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGE FALL 1978 FRESHEN 
WITH FALL 1979 FRESHMEN/ AS INDICATED ON THE ACT PROFILE 



r— i 1 i 




1978-79 . 




1979-80 




Men' 


Women Total 


Men 


Women Total 


Expects to Apoly for 
Financial Aid ; 


54% " 


58% 56% 


53% 


57% 56% 


Expects to Work While 
in College and Would 
Like Help Finding 
Emoloyment 

*\ 


^ 60% 


56% 58% 


57% 


* 

56% 56% 



The chart on the next page shows a comparison of the financial needs of 
Illinois community college freshmen who took the ACT test with national 
norms. Although a lower percentage expect to apply for financial aid 
than tjae national sample, a higher percentage expect to work while in 
college and wiMfl like. help finding employment. 



y 



Percent of Students Who Expressed Financial Need^ 



• Expect to Apply for Financial Aid 

% o 



Local 

SJate £lo/7t> 
National Qjr» 



Expect to Work While in College arid Would Like Help Finding Employment 

% 0 10 20, 30 40 50 




Local 



§6 

rt 

ft) o 
W ft 

w 

o ^ 

H{ fi) 




\ 



'?0% J 



State ^6% 
National 




